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Preface 

This book was begun during my 2005/06 sabbatical at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. The manuscript was completed in the following academic 
year in Troms0, submitted for publication in April 2007 and finally revised in 
September 2007. 

In August 2005 I remember discussing my ideas for an article on stem alter­
nations in Russian verbs with my host in Chapel Hill, Professor Laura A. Janda 
Professor Janda suggested I write a book on the topic. I think I objected "but 
I already have written a book on Russian verb stem alternations!". However, I 
soon realized that the 'new book would be very different and decided to embark 
on the project. What you have in your hands are the fruits of my labor. The book 
is indeed very different from my previous monograph (Nesset 1998a) in scope, 
theory and analysis. "All good things are three", as the saying goes, but I can 
assure you that this is my second and last book on stem alternations in Russian 
verbs. 

I would like to thank my employer, the University ofTroms0, for granting 
me a sabbatical and the University ofNorth Carolina for hosting me. Thanks to 
the Norwegian Research Council (Norges Forskningsrad) for financial support. 
Hans-Olav Enger and two anonymous reviewers read through earlier versions of 
the whole manuscript and provided detailed comments, which led to numerous 
improvements in form and content. Their assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 
I would like to thank series editors Dirk Geeraerts and John Taylor for helpful 
advice and Birgit Sievert at Mouton de Gruyter for fast and friendly response 
to all my questions. My' heartfelt thanks go to Laura Janda for her input on all 
levels. Finally, I would like to thank Sara, Justina and Ludmila Janda for sharing 
mom with me. 
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Note on transliteration = 

Examples in italics are given in tr 
shape of the examples is relevant, 1 

transcription. In accordance with sl 
marked with slashes, while square 1 
In phonetic transcription, the genel1 
that is irrelevant to the argument at h 
approach to phonology, a fairly naf] 
the book, a broader transcription is 

Throughout the book, examples 
Slavists should note that palatalizat 
relevant consonant, not as an apost 
The symbols [~, ~ Ji, tIi, ts] represeI 
as .sum 'noist', iuk 'beetle' ,scuka 'J 
consonant in the Russian words kM 
are transcribed as [c, j, y], not as [~ 
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